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Who We Are… 
South Park Community Church is a 
congregation dedicated to 
proclaiming the Good News of the 
Gospel to all people; and witnessing 
by humble example, to our neighbor, 
both near and far, the love of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Our History… 
During the summer of 1872, a 
“stubby, little sawed-off man 
with a grizzled beard” named 
Sheldon Jackson, arrived in 
Fairplay and with a congregation 
of eight, set about organizing 
the second highest (altitude) 
Presbyterian church.

In May, 1874, the small 
congregation in Fairplay applied 
to the Board of Home Missions 
for $1,200 to build a church (an 
additional $200 would come 
from the congregation). The 
request was granted and the 
church building was ordered 
from a mail order catalog to be 
delivered by rail from Chicago.  

The church building was 
dedicated October 4th, 1874.  
Dr. Jackson established 22 
churches in Colorado and over 
100 in the American West. How 
many were built in the style of 
the Fairplay church is unknown, 
few, if any, still exist today.

In 1977, the Sheldon Jackson 
Memorial Chapel was added to 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. South Park 
Community Church is not just a 
beautiful, historic chapel. We are 
a warm and active community of 
faith, seeking to honor our 
history while at the same time 
looking forward to the future as 
we hold on to our purpose of 
loving God, each other, and our 
community.

“Shepherds and the Christmas Star” by Rafaello Busoni

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
In our Advent Study we are looking at 
Christmas Carols; learning their history, 
making scriptural connections, and 
thinking about how they can challenge 
us to grow as Christ’s disciples. 
This last Sunday we looked at “O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel’s” rich history and 
many biblical connections. Here is a 
little background from our study:

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is an 
antiphon (anti, which means “over,” and 
phon, which means “voice”), or responsive 
song … specifically written to be sung at 
daily prayer in the evenings of the last days 
of Advent.

The hymn was originally seven verses long
—one verse for each day of the week leading 
up to Christmas … In this original version, 
each verse represented a different biblical 
attribute of Christ. (Note that in Latin the 
first letters of the titles taken backwards 
form a Latin acrostic of Ero Cras, which 
translates to “Tomorrow, I will come,” 
mirroring the theme of the antiphons.) 

- Erik Kolbell,
”Rejoice! Reflections on Seasonal Hymns” 

The O Antiphons are in the next column 
if you would like to use them for your 
devotions during the seven the days that 
lead up to Christmas Eve.

O ANTIPHONS  
12/17 – O Wisdom, coming forth from the 
mouth of the Most High, pervading and 
permeating all creation, you order all things 
with strength and gentleness: Come now and 
teach us the way to salvation. Come, Lord 
Jesus. 

12/18 – O Adonai, Ruler of the house of 
Israel, you appeared in the burning bush to 
Moses and gave him the law on Sinai: Come 
with outstretched arm to save us. Come, Lord 
Jesus. 

12/19 – O Root of Jesse, rising as a sign for all 
the peoples, before you earthly rulers will 
keep silent, and nations give you honor: 
Come quickly to deliver us. Come, Lord 
Jesus.

12/20 – O Key of David, Scepter over the 
house of Israel, you open and no one can 
close, you close and no one can open: Come 
to set free the prisoners who live in darkness 
and the shadow of death. Come, Lord Jesus.

12/21 – O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal 
light, Sun of justice: Come, shine on those 
who live in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. Come, Lord Jesus.

12/22 – O Ruler of the nations, Monarch for 
whom the people long, you are the 
Cornerstone uniting all humanity: Come, save 
us all, whom you formed out of clay. Come, 
Lord Jesus. 

12/23 – O Immanuel, our Sovereign and 
Lawgiver, desire of the nations and Savior of 
all: Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

-  Book of Common Worship (pp.166-167)
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DECEMBER	2016	CALENDAR	
12/4	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	
															Worship,	10	am.	
															Children’s	Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am	

			Potluck	Fellowship	Meal,	11	am.	
			Advent	Study	–	Rejoice!	ReQlections	on	Christmas	Carols,	12	pm.	

	 	

12/5	–	Caregivers	Support	Group,	10	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
	 	

12/7	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	
	 	

12/8	–	South	Park	Food	Bank	(delivery/organizing),	11-2	pm.		
	 	

12/9	–	All	Church	Christmas	Party!!!	6:00	pm.	
															(American	Legion	Hall	–	601	Clark	St)	

	 	

12/10	–	South	Park	Food	Bank	(food	distribution),	10-1	pm.		
																	Bethlehem	Market	Place	–	A	Walk	Through	Drama,	6	pm.				
																		(608	South	San	Juan	Street,	Buena	Vista)	

	 	

12/11	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	
																		Worship,	10	am.	
																		Nursery,	10:20	am.	

		Congregational	Meeting,	11	am	
																		Fellowship,	11:15	am.	

						Advent	Study	–	Rejoice!	ReRlections	on	Christmas	Carols,	12	pm.	
	 	

12/13	–	Men	of	Faith,	12	pm.	(Fairplay	Hotel)	
		Blue	Christmas	–	A	Service	of	Wholeness	and	Healing,	6	pm.	
	 	

12/14	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	
	 	

12/15	–	South	Park	Young	Life	–	5th	Quarter,	8	pm?		
High	school	students	are	invited	for	food,	games,	and	a	message.	
	 	 	

12/18	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	
																		Worship	and	Communion,	10	am.		

		Nursery,	10:20	am.	
																		Pancake	Sunday	Fellowship,	11	am.	

						Advent	Study	–	Rejoice!	ReRlections	on	Christmas	Carols,	12	pm.	
					Session,	12	pm.	

	 	

12/19	–	Caregivers	Support	Group,	10	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
	 	 	

12/21	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	
	 	

12/24	–	Christmas	Eve!	
	Children's	and	Family	Christmas	Eve	Worship,	6:30	pm.	
	Christmas	Eve	Candle-lighting	Worship,	8:00	pm	
	 	

12/25	–	Christmas	Day	Service	of	Lessons	and	Carols,	10	am.	
																		Fellowship,	11	am.	

	 	

12/28	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	

To check out SPCC sermons and bulletins go to 
kennyshaw2.wordpress.com.

ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY!!!  
Friday, December 9th, 6:00 PM, 
at the American Legion Hall (601 Clark St). 
Bring your family (and friends) to share a meal 
(meat and drinks will be provided – families are 
asked to bring a salad, vegetable, or dessert to share) 
and celebrate Christmas together. There will be 
stockings for kids (up to 5th grade) and a gift 
exchange for adults (if you are an adult, please bring a 
fun, wrapped gift, that costs less than $5). Please 
RSVP on the clipboard in Fellowship Hall or call the 
church office (836-2770).

ADVENT STUDY  
“Rejoice! Reflections on Christmas Carols” 
Sundays, 12/4, 12/11, & 12/18 at Noon.
Our Advent Study this year will look at three favorite 
Christmas Carols. Here is the write up for the study:
“This Advent study explores the history behind some of our 
favorite carols and helps groups encounter the rich wording 
anew. Focusing on the ways in which words and music can 
speak to the core of our experiences, groups will spend time in 
reflection, conversation, and simple enjoyment of these 
beloved hymns.”

BLUE CHRISTMAS  
A Service of Healing and Wholeness 
Tuesday, December 13 at 6:00 pm 
The Christmas season can be difficult for many 
people. Maybe it is the first Christmas after a loved 
one has died. Maybe it is a time that has always been 
hard. 
In our Blue Christmas service we hope to offer 
comfort to anyone who is having a difficult time this 
Christmas. Come for prayers, scripture, music, and 
candle-lighting reminders that God is near to the 
brokenhearted, those who mourn, those who 
struggle–and that God’s Word comes to shine light 
into our darkness. 
Everyone, regardless of church background, or 
circumstances is welcome. If you have a friend, 
neighbor, or loved one who you feel could benefit 
from this service, please invite them.

http://kennyshaw2.wordpress.com
http://kennyshaw2.wordpress.com

