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Who We Are… 
South Park Community Church is a 
congregation dedicated to 
proclaiming the Good News of the 
Gospel to a! people; and witnessing 
by humble example, to our neighbor, 
both near and far, the love of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Our History… 
During the summer of 1872, a 
“stubby, little sawed-off man 
with a grizzled beard” named 
Sheldon Jackson, arrived in 
Fairplay and with a congregation 
of eight, set about organizing 
the second highest (altitude) 
Presbyterian church.
In May, 1874, the small 
congregation in Fairplay applied 
to the Board of Home Missions 
for $1,200 to build a church (an 
additional $200 would come 
from the congregation). The 
request was granted and the 
church building was ordered 
from a mail order catalog to be 
delivered by rail from Chicago.  
The church building was 
dedicated October 4th, 1874.  
Dr. Jackson established 22 
churches in Colorado and over 
100 in the American West. How 
many were built in the style of 
the Fairplay church is unknown, 
few, if any, still exist today.
In 1977, the Sheldon Jackson 
Memorial Chapel was added to 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. South Park 
Community Church is not just a 
beautiful, historic chapel. We are 
a warm and active community of 
faith, seeking to honor our 
history while at the same time 
looking forward to the future as 
we hold on to our purpose of 
loving God, each other, and our 
community.

“‘The	times	are	bad!	The	times	are	
troublesome!’	This	is	what	humans	
say.	But	we	are	our	times.	Let	us	live	
well	and	our	times	will	be	good.	Such	
as	we	are,	such	are	our	times.”	
-Augustine	of	Hippo	(From	Sermon	30,	8)



In the Summer of 2015 Craig Redmond, John and Betty’s son and Vice President of Mercy Corps, shared about 
Mercy Corps humanitarian responses. Here are Craig reflections on what he is seeing in the world and what things 
we can be praying for. 

Some Thoughts on Hope 

Dear Friends and Family at South Park Community Church – Greetings from Portland Oregon! 

Hope you all have had a wonderful summer. Kate, Dawson, Gabriel, and I have had an incredible summer with 
lots of hiking, swimming in mountain lakes, and time with dear old friends – all so critical to staying sane while it 
feels as if the world has gone mad! I am sure many of you all feel the same fear, anger, and cynicism that I do in 
the face of so many issues: political and election absurdity here and in Europe, unimaginable violence in the form 
of ISIL and other extremist groups in the Middle East and Africa, and the resulting suffering of unprecedented 
numbers of refugees just to name a few. These are uncertain times to be sure. And yet, I feel more hope and a real 
sense of possibility about our shared future than ever before. Let me tell you why. 

First, some numbers. Against terrible odds impressive progress has been made against global extreme poverty 
over the last 25 years. In 1990, there were 1.5 billion people living in extreme poverty, which is measured at $1.25 
per day for a household – can you imagine? Today we have dropped that number to about 500 million people 
around the world. One-half billion people people living on only $1.25 per day is far too many, but it represents 
incredible progress in only 25 years. If we can make these gains against global extreme poverty, picture what we 
could do against such challenges as HIV/AIDS, access to clean water, education, and even armed conflict. The 
possibilities are thrilling! 

Second, the ubiquity of technology is changing the world for the better very, very quickly. I do not say this with 
some sort of blind faith that technology is going to save us all. It is not. I also know that people who intend to do 
harm also have access to technology. But the fact is, the practical use of technology as a toolbox of solutions for 
everyday problems is a game changer. The use of social media in Egypt and Lebanon to warn friends and family 
of public violence; the bundling of agricultural services on a cell phone in Indonesia, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe to 
give farmers access to critical market prices and veterinary services; the mother in a remote village in Kenya 
transferring money to her sick sister 500 miles away using her mobile device – all examples of how technology is 
saving and improving lives around the world in ways that were impossible even five years ago. Imagine what the 
next five years can bring! 

And finally, we are all surrounded by incredible people. I am thinking of some of the heroic team members I have 
the honor to work with around the world. I am thinking of the humanitarian workers in Aleppo, Syria who risk 
their lives everyday to deliver food to families pinned down by air strikes and barrel bombs … the thousands of 
young people in Liberia who walked from village to village spreading public health messages at the height of the 
Ebola crisis … so many people right here in our own congregation who do incredible work for families around 
Park County who are in real trouble. In just a few minutes, we could all come up with dozens of examples of acts 
of bravery and service by people far away and in our own neighborhoods. When I think of all these people, I feel 
that we are in good hands, despite what we hear in the news! 

Yes, alongside everything I have described, ISIL and Boko Haram continue to commit acts of senseless violence 
and horror. Yes, we all, no matter our political affiliation, have reason to feel dismay and frustration at the election 
process this year. And of course we feel anger and fear about the state of the world for ourselves as well for our 
children and grandchildren. Anger is the way we internally translate fear most often so that we can bear the 
uncertainty it brings. I think it is fair to feel afraid and fair, even obligatory, to voice our anger. And then, in the 
next breath I believe we must, if we can, re-frame that fear and anger and find a way to represent the immense 
amount of hope and limitless possibilities all around us. Particularly in these tough time of uncertainty, talking 
about hope in an authentic way and recognizing possibility is the good and the vital work before us. 

With love and respect, Craig.



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM OCTOBER 30, 2016: 
• Session	reviewed	updated	the	SPCC	membership	rolls.	
• Carol	Davis,	Georgia	Comstock,	and	Pam	Tucker	have	completed	the	2015	Cinancial	audit.	
• Congregational	meetings	are	called	for	December	11	(election	of	ofCicers)	and	January	15	(budget	
and	committee	reports).	

• Approved	celebrating	communion	on	Sunday,	January	1,	2017.	
• SPCC will host the August 2017 Assembly of the Denver Presbytery.

• John Redmond will continue to plow snow as needed in the parking lot (Kenny will plow when John is 
away).

• We will prepare and send care packages to our college students and young adults this Christmas. Items 
will be collected on Sunday, December 4 and mailed December 5.

• The Sunday School will sponsor a Christmas offering to benefit the Inspiration Center and Children of 
Hope ministries in Kenya.

• Session will prepare the 2017 budget during its November meeting.

* Fu! minutes and financial reports "om session meetings are available in the church office.

Session sent our mission team to 
Kenya with half  the proceeds of  our 
church garage sale to help ministries 
they partnered with as they saw fit. 
The team decided to give the money 
to The Inspiration Center for Moses to 
direct to the areas of  most need. 
Here is a message from Moses 
reporting how The Inspiration Center 
is using the gift: 

… I wanted to let you know that we 
have decided to use the money your 
Church gave us in the following way: 
• $400 Education (Sponsoring a young 

man from Inspiration Centre to join a 
Bible college for a diploma) 

• $300 Sunday feeding program 
• $120 Fix and repair Church musical 

instruments 
• $300 Church Saving program 

Total $1,120 

Thanks again for the gift. 

Regards to all 
Moses 

Thank you for this opportunity to 
partner with The Inspiration Center’s 
ministry in the Mathare slum.  
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NOVEMBER	2016	CALENDAR	
11/6	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	
															Worship,	10	am.	
															Children’s	Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am	

					Potluck	Fellowship	Meal,	11	am.	
	 	

11/7	–	Caregivers	Support	Group,	10	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
	 	

11/8	–	Men	of	Faith,	12	pm.	(Fairplay	Hotel)	
			South	Park	Community	Chorus,	6:45	pm.	(Church)	

		 	

11/9	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	
	 	

11/11	–	South	Park	Food	Bank	(food	delivery),	11-2	pm.		
	 	

11/12	–	South	Park	Food	Bank	(food	distribution),	10-1	pm.		
	 	

11/13	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	
																		Worship	&	Communion,	10	am.	
																		Nursery,	10:20	am.	
																		Fellowship,	11	am.		

				Session,	12	pm.	
	 	

11/15	–	South	Park	Community	Chorus,	6:45	pm.	(Church)	
	 	

11/16	–	“Peace	Like	a	River”	Study,	10	am.	(Gathering	Place.)	
					Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	
					Community	Thanksgiving	Celebration,	7:00	pm.					
(SPHS	Multi	Purpose	Room)	

	 	

11/17	–	Women’s	Group,	Noon.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	
				South	Park	Young	Life,	6:30	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	
High	school	students	are	invited	for	food,	games,	and	a	
message.	

	 	

11/18	–	SPCC	Game	Night	6-8	pm.		
	 	

11/20	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	
																		Worship,	10	am.	(Rev.	Ann	Blakeslee	preaching)	
																		Children’s	Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am.	
																		Pancake	Sunday	Fellowship,	11	am.	

	 	

11/21	–	Caregivers	Support	Group,	10	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
	 	

11/22	–	South	Park	Community	Chorus,	6:45	pm.(Church)	
	 	

11/23	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)	
	 	

11/24	–	HAPPY	THANKSGIVING!!	
11/27	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	
																		1st	Sunday	of	Advent,	10	am.	(Pam	Tucker	preaching)	
																		Children’s	Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am.	
																		Fellowship,	11	am.	

	 	

11/29	–	South	Park	Community	Chorus,	6:45	pm.	(Church)	
	 	

11/30	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall.)

To check out SPCC sermons and bulletins go to 
kennyshaw2.wordpress.com.

Health Tidbits from Rocky Mountain Rural Health: 
"Flu	season"	in	the	United	States	can	begin	as	early	as	
October	and	last	as	late	as	May.	The	CDC	is	
recommending	everyone	6	months	and	older	get	a	Ulu	
shot.		Most	health	insurance	companies	cover	this,	
including	Medicare	&	Medicaid.		See	your	doctor,	the	
Dept.	of	Public	Health	or	a	vaccinating	pharmacist	to	get	
your	Ulu	shot.	Call	Rocky	Mountain	Rural	Health	at	
719-836-2169	if	you	need	assistance	Uinding	a	location,	
your	Community	Health	Workers	are	here	to	help.	

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:  
To serve on Sunday mornings as an usher/greeter, 
worship leader, piano accompanist, fellowship 
hosting, church and fellowship hall cleaning there 
is a sign-up clipboard in fellowship hall or go to 
http://vols.pt/Q76eAp and sign up 
electronically. 

To sign up to teach Sunday school, help in the 
nursery, or to gather lesson materials there is a 
sign-up clipboard in the fellowship hall or go to 
http://vols.pt/T2rj4f and sign up electronically. 
If this will be your first time volunteering with 
SPCC children’s ministries Kenny or Jan B. will 
contact you regarding a background check and 
training.

The SPCC “Thankful Tree”
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