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Who We Are… 
South Park Community Church is a 
congregation dedicated to 
proclaiming the Good News of the 
Gospel to a! people; and witnessing 
by humble example, to our neighbor, 
both near and far, the love of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Our History… 
During the summer of 1872, a 
“stubby, little sawed-off man 
with a grizzled beard” named 
Sheldon Jackson, arrived in 
Fairplay and with a congregation 
of eight, set about organizing 
the second highest (altitude) 
Presbyterian church.
In May, 1874, the small 
congregation in Fairplay applied 
to the Board of Home Missions 
for $1,200 to build a church (an 
additional $200 would come 
from the congregation). The 
request was granted and the 
church building was ordered 
from a mail order catalog to be 
delivered by rail from Chicago.  
The church building was 
dedicated October 4th, 1874.  
Dr. Jackson established 22 
churches in Colorado and over 
100 in the American West. How 
many were built in the style of 
the Fairplay church is unknown, 
few, if any, still exist today.
In 1977, the Sheldon Jackson 
Memorial Chapel was added to 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. South Park 
Community Church is not just a 
beautiful, historic chapel. We are 
a warm and active community of 
faith, seeking to honor our 
history while at the same time 
looking forward to the future as 
we hold on to our purpose of 
loving God, each other, and our 
community.

“The bearer of 'good tidings’ to the miners on the mountains of Colorado” 
From “Sheldon Jackson” by Robert Laird Stewart (p. 150)

One of my favorite Sheldon Jackson stories remembers a time he tried to catch a 
ride to Pueblo on a stagecoach in the middle of the night and was mistaken for a 
bandit.

While attempting to board a stagecoach a mile and a half $om his camping-place, in order 
to fi! an appointment at Pueblo, Jackson unconsciously assumed the role of a road-agent and 
for a few moments faced one of the most perilous experiences of his life. It so happened that 
the coach, which was due at this point about midnight, carried on that trip a sheriff and his 
posse who were bringing a noted desperado to the county seat for trial. While on the way 
this party had received notice that an attempt would be made at some point to "hold up" the 
stagecoach and rescue the prisoner. 

When Dr. Jackson, intent only upon reaching his destination, appeared by the roadside 
between stations at this unseemly hour, and signaled the driver to stop, the guards on the 
alert within natura!y associated him with the leadership of a band of brigands in ambush. 
Before he could explain the situation, or even comprehend its fu! significance, a half dozen 
revolvers, thrust out $om the coach, covered his person at close range and the ominous click 
of the hammers which accompanied this action warned him that there was but the 
trembling of a finger between him and instant death. It is needless to say that he surrendered 
unconditiona!y; and when the whole matter was made clear was cordia!y welcomed to the 
fe!owship of the inmates of the coach. 

    – Robert Laird Stewart (“Sheldon Jackson” pp. 151-152)
The heritage we have received from Sheldon Jackson, and so many others who have 
gone before us, is a reminder that our faith is an adventure. God is stretching and 
growing us to reach out beyond ourselves to be a blessing to Fairplay, South Park, 
and the world.



“That indefatigable worker, the Rev. Sheldon Jackson, is 
prospecting around in a! parts of the territory, hunting up 
lost sheep on the mountains and sowing the good seed by 
a! waters. At a mining camp on Mount Bross, where as 
yet only two of the workmen had brought their families 
and were living in homes, the question was asked, ‘Do you 
ever have preaching up here?’ ‘Oh, yes,’ was the reply, 
‘Sheldon Jackson was here last Sunday and we a! met in 
this building – a house for crushing ore and the largest in 
the place; and he stood upon the engine and gave us a 
rousing sermon.’”
– “Sheldon Jackson” by Robert Laird Stewart (p. 164)

“The air is invigorating, but it takes so much of it to 
make a lungful, that one gets out of breath very 
easily. I noticed it yesterday, especia!y, in singing and 
preaching.”

– A student pastor at Fairplay in 1924 
(from “The Skyline Synod” by Andrew Murray)

While a! of Jackson’s missionaries advocated singing the “good old 
hymns” in their services, Delos Finks at the Fairplay Colorado 
Church seemed to attach more importance than anyone to this form 
of worship. Finks was a young missionary who had graduated #om 
Auburn Theological Seminary in New York in the spring of 1873. 
Writing to Jackson in 1874, Finks chose to reflect upon the success 
he was enjoying by emphasizing congregational singing in his 
church and Sabbath School. When he went to preach at Alma, a 
nearby mining camp, he found his listeners eager for him to 
organize a singing class, a responsibility that he gladly accepted, 
“feeling that to improve their wretched singing would be a good 
and necessary step to religious interest and profitable worship.” 
Unfortunately, on at least one occasion the interest attracted by 
singing at his church resulted in a rather sta$ering result. “One 
day a drunken man stra$led in,” Finks reca!ed, “and forcibly 
i!ustrated the evil effects of drink. He undertook to join in the 
songs and could not stop at the right time and fina!y his whiskey 
tumbled him over and he had to be carried out.” Despite an 
occasional embarrassing incident, Finks concluded that singing was 
the life of his prayer meetings, and “what I should have done 
without music, I do not know.

– “Winning the West for Christ: Sheldon Jackson and 
Presbyterianism …” by Norman J. Bender (p. 43-44)

GARAGE 
SALE
To support local and international missions of 
SOUTH PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH

Saturday, August 6th 
9:00 am-4:00 pm

300 6th Street, Fairplay
FREE*: Donations Encouraged

 

*Minimum donation suggested for some items

Coffee, Lemonade, Water, Muffins & Cookies for Sale

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM JULY 24, 2016: 
• Marilisa Vigano was welcomed as a new member.

• The work on repointing the church’s foundation has 
been completed. (Thanks to Tim Borne, John 
Redmond, and Dicky Carpenter).

• Session will request bids for painting the church.



God’s Colorful Creation 
2016 Vacation Bible School
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AUGUST 2016 CALENDAR 
8/1– Caregivers Support Group, 10 am. (Fellowship Hall)
         “Animate: Faith” Study Group, 6:30 pm. (Fellowship Hall)
8/2 – Women’s Group, Noon. (Fellowship Hall.) 
         Bring a sack lunch and join the SPCC women for lunch.
8/3 – Open AA, 6:15-7:15 pm. (Fellowship Hall.)
8/5 – Garage Sale Setup, 9 am - 4 pm. (Fellowship Hall/parking lot.)
8/6 – Garage Sale, 9 am - 4 pm. (Fellowship Hall/parking lot.)
8/7 – Choir Rehearsal, 9 am. 

            Worship, 10 am. (Jim Nibbelink preaching) 
            Children’s Sunday School & Nursery, 10:20 am, 

            Potluck Meal, 11 am.  

          Join us after worship for a potluck meal.
           Colorado Rockies Faith Day, 2:10 pm. 

8/8 – “Animate: Faith” Study Group, 6:30 pm. (Fellowship Hall)
8/10 – Men of Faith, Noon.  

           Join SPCC men for lunch at the Senior Center (Bring $6).  
           Following lunch we will go to the Fellowship Hall to meet. 
              Open AA, 6:15-7:15 pm. (Fellowship Hall.)
8/12 – South Park Food Bank (delivery/organizing), 11-2 pm.    
           (Call the church office for more info)
8/13 – South Park Food Bank (food distribution), 10-1 pm. 
          (Call the church office for more info)
8/14 – Choir Rehearsal, 9 am. 

              Worship, 10 am. 

              Children’s Sunday School & Nursery, 10:20 am. 

              Fellowship, 11 am. 

8/15– Caregivers Support Group, 10 am. (Fellowship Hall)
           “Animate: Faith” Study Group, 6:30 pm. (Fellowship Hall)
8/17 – Open AA, 6:15-7:15 pm. (Fellowship Hall.)
8/19 – SPCC Game Night 6-8 pm.  

             Plan on being outside for our August game night. Bring   
             something that goes with grilled hotdogs and hamburgers and   
             your favorite yard games. 
8/21 – Choir Rehearsal, 9 am. 

              Worship & Communion, 10 am. 

              Nursery, 10:20 am, 

              Fellowship, 11 am. 

8/22 – “Animate: Faith” Study Group, 6:30 pm. (Fellowship Hall)
8/24 – Open AA, 6:15-7:15 pm. (Fellowship Hall)
8/28 – Choir Rehearsal, 9 am. 

               Worship, 10 am. 

               Children’s Sunday School & Nursery, 10:20 am. 

               Pancake Sunday Fellowship, 11 am. 

               Session, Noon. 

8/29 – “Animate: Faith” Study Group, 6:30 pm. (Fellowship Hall)
8/31 – Open AA, 6:15-7:15 pm. (Fellowship Hall)

To check out SPCC sermons go to kennyshaw2.wordpress.com.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:  
To serve on Sunday mornings as an usher/greeter, 
worship leader, piano accompanist, fellowship 
hosting, church and fellowship hall cleaning there 
is a sign-up clipboard in fellowship hall or go to 
http://vols.pt/Q76eAp and sign up 
electronically. 

To sign up to teach Sunday school, help in the 
nursery, or to gather lesson materials there is a 
sign-up clipboard in the fellowship hall or go to 
http://vols.pt/T2rj4f and sign up electronically. 
If this will be your first time volunteering with 
SPCC children’s ministries Kenny or Jan B. will 
contact you regarding a background check and 
training.

SUMMER STUDY – ANIMATE FAITH 
Mondays, starting July 18 at 6:30 pm we will engage 
in the study series, “Animate: Faith” 

“The Animate series is designed to be a unique way of 
di'ing into some of the questions we a! have about faith 
and spirituality: Is God real; Can I be spiritual 
without being religious; What is salvation; Why 
read the Bible; What really happened on the 
cross; What does it mean to be the church? 

Maybe you’ve been asking these questions for a while. 
Maybe you’ve never rea!y thought much about them. 
Maybe you’re sick of your $iends bad-mouthing religion. 
Whatever your experience is, you are invited to join in a 
kind of expedition where the route is a little uncharted and 
the territory a little mysterious.”

August 1 – Caregiver’s Support Group.  
If you are a caregiver (for a spouse, parent, sibling, 
or child with special health concerns) plan to meet 
August 1, in Fellowship Hall at 10:00 am for a time 
of support and encouragement. Call the church 
office (836-2770) for more information.

KENYA MISSION TRIP  
September 15-28th, SPCC will be sending 13 people 
on a mission trip to Kenya. We will visit our friends 
Moses and Jaime at the Inspiration Centre, where 
we will lead programs for children and learn about 
life in Mathare, and we will work on painting 
projects for Children of Hope. Please keep our 
mission team in your prayers as they prepare for 
this trip. If you would like to support this ministry 
opportunity please call the church office.
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