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Who We Are… 
South Park Community Church is a 
congregation dedicated to 
proclaiming the Good News of the 
Gospel to a! people; and witnessing 
by humble example, to our neighbor, 
both near and far, the love of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Our History… 
During the summer of 1872, a 
“stubby, little sawed-off man 
with a grizzled beard” named 
Sheldon Jackson, arrived in 
Fairplay and with a congregation 
of eight, set about organizing 
the second highest (altitude) 
Presbyterian church.
In May, 1874, the small 
congregation in Fairplay applied 
to the Board of Home Missions 
for $1,200 to build a church (an 
additional $200 would come 
from the congregation). The 
request was granted and the 
church building was ordered 
from a mail order catalog to be 
delivered by rail from Chicago.  
The church building was 
dedicated October 4th, 1874.  
Dr. Jackson established 22 
churches in Colorado and over 
100 in the American West. How 
many were built in the style of 
the Fairplay church is unknown, 
few, if any, still exist today.
In 1977, the Sheldon Jackson 
Memorial Chapel was added to 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. South Park 
Community Church is not just a 
beautiful, historic chapel. We are 
a warm and active community of 
faith, seeking to honor our 
history while at the same time 
looking forward to the future as 
we hold on to our purpose of 
loving God, each other, and our 
community.

“Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.”
~ Psalm 111.2 (NRSV)

Does the thought of studying spark memories of late nights, book reports, spelling 
tests, and multiplication tables? Maybe that seems more stressful than life giving? For 
Jesus’ disciples (you and me), study isn’t about grades and tests. The spiritual 
discipline of study is about engaging with God. As we study scripture we meet God, 
God speaks to us, and God shapes us.

In his book, “Reformed Spirituality” (pp. 115-117), Howard Rice offers five tips for 
engaging in the spiritual discipline of study:
1) Take	time	to	collect	ourselves	before	reading.	“Take	a	few	moments	to	quiet	
yourself	and	prepare	yourself	to	be	receptive	to	God’s	word.	“It	is	a	good	practice,	
for	example,	to	spend	a	few	minutes	in	silence	before	actually	reading	the	text.”	

2) Read	the	passage	slowly.	“Spend	time	with	the	words	…	There	is	no		particular	
need	to	work	at	getting	through	a	whole	chapter–we	may	pause	halfway	through	
because	we	are	caught	by	a	particularly	powerful	image…As	we	repeat	words	
over	and	over,	our	minds	are	channeled	and	shaped	in	the	process.	Repetition	is	a	
way	of	training	our	minds	and	becoming	attentive.”	

3) Allow	your	mind	to	wander.	“ReGlect	on	the	passage	and	allow	your	mind	to	
wander,	making	connections	with	our	own	experience,	letting	the	questions	come	
in	new	ways	…	Side	musings	may	be	ways	in	which	the	Spirit	is	leading	us	to	
examine	something	that	needs	to	be	seen	in	the	light	of	God’s	word	for	us	…	No	
matter	how	familiar	we	are	with	a	particular	passage,	when	we	are	open	to	a	
fresh	hearing	we	discover	that	insight	comes	to	us	that	we	had	not	seen	before.	At	
times,	the	most	familiar	passage	comes	alive	for	us,	and	we	discover	something	in	
the	text	we	had	not	seen	before.”	

4) Apply	the	passage	to	your	life.	“Meditate	on	the	text	so	that	we	apply	it	to	our	
own	situation.	This	is	the	prayerful	approach	in	which	we	really	expect	God	to	
speak	to	us	and	are	ready	to	hear	…	We	may	not	actually	want	to	hear	what	God	
has	to	say	to	us,	and	we	may	resist	the	demands	that	seem	to	be	made	but	we	will	
not	come	away	empty.”	

5) Pray.	“Pray	about	the	passage,	allow	your	prayers	to	be	shaped	by	what	you	have	
discovered,	any	new	insights	you	have	found	…	Our	prayers	will	spring	from	our	
study,	and	whether	that	praying	takes	place	alone	or	in	the	company	of	others	it	
will	be	prayer	that	has	been	depend,	corrected,	and	challenged	…	Prayer	that	
follows	reGlection	on	scripture	is	what	we	mean	by	praying	the	Bible.”	

Hopefully	this	summer,	you	will	be	able	to	engage	in	the	spiritual	practice	of	study.	
Together in Christ’s service,
-Kenny



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS • APRIL 23, 2017 (REGULAR MEETING)  

CLERK’S	REPORT	•	John	Redmond	
• A	motion	was	made	and	approved	to	welcome	Adrienne	DeForrest	as	a	member,	by	letter	of	
transfer.	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	•	Susie	Kasper	
Total	income	Jan.	1,	2017	to	April	20,	2017-	 $31,132	
Total	expense	-	 	 	 	 	 $29,526	
Total	all	fund	Balance-		 	 	 	 $86,391	

PASTOR’S	REPORT	•	Kenny	Shaw	
• Garage	Sale	Funds	(designated	by	session	to	be	used	for	community	needs)	were	used	to	purchase	
supplies	($150)	for	the	school	library	as	it	is	being	reorganized.	Garage	Sale	Funds	($75)	were	
used	to	pay	registration	fees	for	Adrienne,	Roxine,	and	Jan	B.	to	attend	the	presbytery’s	“Soul	Shop:	
Ministering	to	Suicidal	Depression”	workshop	April	27.	

• A	letter	of	support	for	the	Senior	Center’s	variance	request	will	be	sent	to	the	Town	of	Fairplay	
Trustees	for	the	May	1st	Public	Hearing.		

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	
BUILDINGS	•	Dale	Kanack	
• A	motion	was	made	and	approved	to	accept	the	gift	from	H&H	Painting	of	temporarily	covering	
the	bare	spots	on	the	church’s	exterior	this	summer	and	for	painting	the	entire	exterior	within	the	
next	two	years.		

• Summer	seating	is	an	ongoing	discussion	and	outside	seating	and	the	sound	system	will	continue	
to	be	discussed.		We	will,	however,	due	to	safety	concerns,	no	longer	put	chairs	down	the	aisle	–	
only	in	front	of	`irst	row	of	pews	and	on	the	right	side	of	the	chancel	area	for	the	choir.	

GROUNDS	•	Dicky	Carpenter		
• Kenny	will	contact	Chris	Benzie	Flatwork	to	check	the	schedule	for	concrete	work.	
CHRISTIAN	EDUCATION	•	Jan	Buchanan	
• During	June,	July,	and	August,	we	will	have	family	oriented	worship	services	and	therefore,	no	
Sunday	School	for	school	age	children.		Nursery	will	continue	to	be	provided.	

• VBS:	Growing	the	Fruit		of	the	Spirit	July	24-July	28.	

* Full minutes of Session meetings and financial reports are available upon request. Please call the church 
office (836-2770)

Presbytery of Denver August Assembly  
Saturday, August 19, SPCC will host the Presbytery of 
Denver’s Summer Assembly. This will be a great opportunity to 
grow our connection with our presbytery, to communicate the 
good things God is doing in and through SPCC, and to share 
the beauty of our corner of Colorado. 

We have reserved the Foss Smith Multi Purpose room at the 
school for this gathering and will need help with welcoming and 
hosting. Georgia Comstock is our coordinator/liaison for this 
event.



SUMMER STUDY  

HALF TRUTHS 
Monday	evenings	in	June,	join	us	for	
our	summer	study,	“Half	Truths”	by	
Rev.	Adam	Hamilton.		
We	will	learn	about	the	character	of	God	
and	how	phrases	Christians	commonly	
use	might	not	accurately	re9lect	our	
convictions	on	who	God	is	and	how	God	
relates	to	people.	

	___________________________	
“They	are	simple	phrases.	They	sound	
Christian—like	something	you	might	7ind	
in	the	Bible.	We’ve	all	heard	these	words.	
Maybe	we’ve	said	them.	They	capture	some	
element	of	truth,	yet	they	miss	the	point	in	
important	ways.	Join	Adam	Hamilton	in	
searching	for	the	whole	truth	by	
comparing	common	Christian	clichés	to	the	
message	and	ministry	of	Jesus.	The	clichés	
include:	Everything	happens	for	a	reason;	
God	helps	those	who	help	themselves;	God	
won’t	give	you	more	than	you	can	handle;	
God	said	it,	I	believe	it,	that	settles	it;	Love	
the	sinner,	hate	the	sin.”

LOVEJOY

PEACE
PATIENCE

KINDNESS
Goodness
FAITHFULNESS
GENTLENESS

SELF-CONTROL 

Vacation  
Bible School 
July 24-28, 2017 • 9:00 am - Noon 

Al l chi ldren who have completed 
kindergarten through fifth grade are 
invited to a fun-filled week of  games, 
music, snacks, Bible stories, and crafts. 
There are all sorts of  ways you can help 
with VBS. Call the South Park Community 
Church office for more information, 
836 -2770 , o r reg i s te r on l ine a t 
www.soparkcc.org/VBS. 

COLORADO 
ROCKIES  

FAITH DAY 
Sunday, August 6, SPCC 
will be participating in the 
13th annual Colorado 
Rockies Faith Day. Join the 
SPCC crew as the Rockies 
play the Phillies. Following 
the game Rockies players 
will share their faith stories 
and the Newsboys will 
provide music. There is a 
sign up sheet for tickets in 
the fellowship hall. 
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MAY	CALENDAR	

5/1	–	New	Beginnings	Appreciative	Inquiry	,	6:30	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/3	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/4	–	South	Park	Young	Life,	6:30-8:30	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/7	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
												Worship,	10	am.	(Church)	
												Children’s	Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am	
												Fellowship	(Potluck	Meal),	11	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
												Advance	Care	Planning	/	RMRH,	12	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/9	–	Men	of	Faith,	12	pm.	(Fairplay	Hotel)		
5/11	–	South	Park	Food	Bank	(delivery/organizing),	11-2	pm.		 	
5/13	–	South	Park	Food	Bank	(food	distribution),	10-1	pm.	
5/14	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
															Sunday	Worship,	10	am.	(Church)	
															Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am.	
															Fellowship	(Men	of	Faith	Coordinating),	11	am.	
5/15	–	Caregivers	Support	Group,	10	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/16	–	South	Park	Young	Life	Leader	Meeting,	6:30	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/17	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/18	–	Women’s	Group,	Noon.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/19	–	Community	Game	Night,	6:30-8:30	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/21	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
															Worship,	Communion,	&	Honoring	Graduates,	10	am.	(Church)	
															Nursery,	10:20	am.	
															Fellowship	(Deacons),	11	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
	 		Session,	12	pm.	(Church)	
5/23	–	Denver	Presbytery	Assembly,	6	pm.	(New	Hope	PC	/	Castle	Rock)		
5/24	–	Jim	Cessna’s	80th	Birthday	Party	@	Arapaho	Basin!	
	 		Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
5/28	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
															Sunday	Worship,	10	am.	(Church)	
															Nursery,	10:20	am.	
															Fellowship	(Pancake	Sunday),	11	am.	
5/31	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)

To listen to SPCC sermons and see bulletins go to 
kennyshaw2.wordpress.com.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:  
To serve on Sunday mornings as an usher/greeter, worship leader, or 
piano accompanist, there is a sign-up clipboard in fellowship hall or go 
to http://vols.pt/Q76eAp and sign up electronically. 

To sign up to teach Sunday school, help in the nursery, or to gather 
lesson materials there is a sign-up clipboard in the fellowship hall or 
go to http://vols.pt/T2rj4f and sign up electronically. If this will be 
your first time volunteering with SPCC children’s ministries Kenny or 
Jan B. will contact you regarding a background check and training.

Building a Church in 

MATHARE 

inspirationcentermathare.wordpress.com

Our friends at the Inspiration Centre in 
Mathare, Kenya (Moses, Jaimie, Jericho, 
Mark, Godfrey, and so many more) are 
working to build a church!
Mathare is a densely populated area with 
over 500,000 people, 60% of which are 
under the age of 18. Prostitution, illiteracy, 
drug abuse, HIV/AIDS, and gangs are 
some of the common challenges facing the 
community. 95% of the residents in 
Mathare live on less than 2 dollars per day. 
Basic needs such as food, shelter, clothes, 
education, security and health services are 
hard to come by. Despite all the challenges, 
the Mathare children are talented, have big 
dreams, and are very bright academically. It 
is with this hope in mind that Inspiration 
Centre exists. Our mission is education, 
mentoring, job creation, and empowerment 
through Christian values.
After more than eight years of meeting in a 
tent to worship the Inspiration Centre’s 
congregation has increased tremendously. 
The tent  can no longer hold the 
congregation. With this “good problem” in 
mind, the Inspiration Centre has started a 
journey to build a church in Mathare. 
With prayer and determination, the 
inspiration Centre was able to raise 
$25,000 to purchase land near where they 
have been worshiping in the tent. The land 
has a temporary iron sheet structure they 
will use as they wait for a permanent 
building. 
SPCC has donated $700 to support this 
project. If you would like to support this 
ministry, email Moses @ 
inspirationcentremathare@gmail.com
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