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Who We Are… 
South Park Community Church is a 
congregation dedicated to 
proclaiming the Good News of the 
Gospel to a! people; and witnessing 
by humble example, to our neighbor, 
both near and far, the love of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Our History… 
During the summer of 1872, a 
“stubby, little sawed-off man 
with a grizzled beard” named 
Sheldon Jackson, arrived in 
Fairplay and with a congregation 
of eight, set about organizing 
the second highest (altitude) 
Presbyterian church.
In May, 1874, the small 
congregation in Fairplay applied 
to the Board of Home Missions 
for $1,200 to build a church (an 
additional $200 would come 
from the congregation). The 
request was granted and the 
church building was ordered 
from a mail order catalog to be 
delivered by rail from Chicago.  
The church building was 
dedicated October 4th, 1874.  
Dr. Jackson established 22 
churches in Colorado and over 
100 in the American West. How 
many were built in the style of 
the Fairplay church is unknown, 
few, if any, still exist today.
In 1977, the Sheldon Jackson 
Memorial Chapel was added to 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. South Park 
Community Church is not just a 
beautiful, historic chapel. We are 
a warm and active community of 
faith, seeking to honor our 
history while at the same time 
looking forward to the future as 
we hold on to our purpose of 
loving God, each other, and our 
community.

“… I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for everyone …”

~ 1 Timothy 2.1 (NRSV)
Our “Faith and Fiction” study group recently read and discussed Marilynn 
Robinson’s novel, Gilead. The novel is narrated by John Ames, a seventy-six-year-
old, pastor who is writing letters to his six-year-old son. Ames married late in life, 
has been diagnosed with a heart condition, and understands his death is near. 
Worried about his son growing up not knowing his father, Ames hopes the letters 
are a way to be present in his son’s life. One of the passages in the book that has 
stuck with me is Ames’ memory of late-night walks through town when he couldn’t 
sleep.

It was on the nights I didn’t sleep at a! and I didn’t feel like reading that I’d walk through 
town at one or two o’clock. In the old days I could walk down every single street, past 
every house, in about an hour … And I’d pray for them. And I’d imagine peace 
they didn’t expect and couldn’t account for descending on their illness or 
their quarreling or their dreams. Then I’d go into the church and pray some more 
and wait for daylight.

~ Marilynne Robinson, “Gilead: A Novel” (p. 81).
Imagining God’s unexpected and unaccountable peace surrounding people as I pray 
is a really helpful image for me. (It also seems to be a vivid perspective on what we 
are doing when we pray together in worship.) To me, there is something in this that 
makes prayer more tangible and focused. I also really enjoy walking (I suspect many 
of you do to) and this understanding of prayer walking seems like a spiritual 
discipline I could practice while doing something I already enjoy. I pray you all will 
experience God’s peace in ways you don’t expect and can’t account for this Spring!
Together in Christ’s service,
-Kenny

Fairplay, Colorado in the late 1800s (Park County Local History Archives, Public Domain)



OUR CHURCH’S FUTURE STORY / NEW BEGINNINGS 

There is no doubt that God is up to something good and special in and through South Park Community Church. 
We hear stories about churches that are really struggling, yet SPCC seems to be thriving. We have people who 
really care and who are willing to share their energy, passion, resources, and time. We have a sense of adventure and 
a willingness to try new things. We are worshiping God in lively, faithful, genuine, and joyful ways. We are learning 
and growing together through worship and study. We are reaching out to love and serve people in South Park and 
throughout the world. We are building new friendships and making new connections. People are committing 
themselves to sharing life and ministry through church membership. 

It is amazing to see all the good stuff God is doing in us and through us! 

All these things are not happening by accident – you all have been working for a long time to open yourselves up to 
what God is doing and to build a church culture of love, joy, compassion, openness, and faithfulness. Because of all 
this good stuff, your session has been wrestling with a number of big questions:

• How do we nurture the good things that are happening in our congregation?
• How do we arrange our physical space to welcome the people God is drawing into our community?
• How do we cultivate relational space to include people in the friendships that are so essential to who we are as 

a congregation?
• How do we use our energy, passion, and resources to grow in sustainable ways and keep our good momentum 

going?
• How do we share our work and responsibilities so we don’t wear people out?

The Presbytery of Denver is offering us a resource it believes can help guide us as we work through and live in these 
questions. (Our Presbytery believes in it so much that they are paying $3,000 of the $3,500 cost!) Session has 
discerned and voted unanimously to participate in the New Beginnings program. We believe this process will help 
us to know ourselves (our energy, passion, and resources), our community (its strengths and needs), help us as we 
think through our big questions, and give us an opportunity to discern ways we can bring God’s transformation to 
South Park and continue to impact lives.The New Beginnings process will include an on site assessment visit (in 
May), a leadership training event (to help our leaders understand the church assessment and train house meeting 
leaders), and four house meeting sessions. Session is excited for this opportunity and we will keep you all informed 
as we learn details and the schedule for this process. If you have questions or concerns, please contact us. Thanks!

-Your Session 
(Dale Kanack, Dicky Carpenter, Jackie Pike, Jan Buchanan, Pam Tucker, John Redmond and Kenny Shaw)

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 
CELEBRATIONS 

4/9: Palm Sunday Worship @ 10 am 

4/13: Maundy Thursday Communion Service @ 7 pm 

4/14: Good Friday;  

 Church open for prayer & reflection, 9 am - 6 pm. 

4/16: Community Sunrise Service @ 6:15 am 

     SPCC Easter Worship & Communion @ 10 am

One Great Hour of Sharing 
On Easter Sunday, April 16, SPCC will 
collect our special PCUSA One Great 
Hour of Sharing Offering. 
“A gi! to One Great Hour of Sharing 
enables the church to share God’s love with 
our neighbors-in-need around the world by 
providing relief to those affected by natural 
disasters, provide food to the hungry, and 
helping to empower the poor and oppressed.” 
Our Kids have special fish banks they 
are using to save for this offering. (We 
still have some of these banks if you 
need one.)



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
January 8, 2017 (Regular Meeting)  

• Review and double check 2017 approved budget. 
• Motion to transfer Sallie Baker’s membership to Capitol Heights, PC (Denver).
• Motion to include email approval for Joseph Bernard Piscopio’s baptism in official minutes.
• Approved 2017 Committee Chair roles (Dale Kanack, Buildings; Dicky Carpenter, Grounds; Jackie Pike, Worship; Jan 

Buchanan, Christian Education; John Redmond, Clerk of Session; Pam Tucker, Stewardship; Susie Kasper, Treasurer)
January 15, 2017 (Special Meeting)  

• Meeting was called to discuss the possible purchase of the property next to our parking lot. After viewing the property 
and discussion, it was decided the house needed too much work, the price was too high and we should decline the 
offer.

February 19, 2017 (Joint Elder and Deacon Meeting) 
• Officer training for elders and deacons. 
• Approved the 2016 Statistical Report and the 2016 Pastor’s, Deacon, Clerk, and Committee reports.
• Approved a motion to donate $700 to support the Inspiration Centre’s (Mathare, Kenya) building fund.
• Approved up to $350 for the purchase and installation of a microwave/hood vent for the manse.

March 4, 2017 (Triennial Visit – COM Liaison Rev. Louise Westfall and Presbytery Pastor Rev. Tom Sheffield) 
From Committee on Ministry Report: “The congregation is experiencing numeric growth and expanding ministries and mission.  
Leadership is strong and enthusiastic about having a resident, fu!-time pastor, the first in recent memory. We spoke with five elders … 
who used words like “inspired,” “thankful,” “joyful,” and “glad for ministries of caring both inward to the congregation and outward to 
the community” … The conversation turned to future planning in the Fairplay community, which is experiencing rapid growth as a 
bedroom community for the more expensive Breckinridge. They are thinking about how this growth wi! impact the church, and want to 
be responsive to changing needs and demographics. They expressed a desire to continue community outreach and attraction of a broad 
range of age groups. Despite facility cha!enges, they trust they’! be in good hands, both human and Divine.”

March 11, 2017 (New Beginnings “Come and See,” Arvada) 
• Dale Kanack, Jackie Pike, Pam Tucker, and Kenny Shaw attended the “New Beginnings Come and See” presentation at 

Arvada Presbyterian Church.
March 13, 2017 (Special Meeting) 

Kenny, Pam, Jackie and Dale reported on the program “New Beginnings” that is being initiated by the presbytery. This is 
an outside assessment of our church and community to give us a clear picture for future planning. The cost of this 
program is $3500 with $3000 of this cost being paid by the Denver Presbytery, bringing our cost to $500. Another name 
for this program is “Our Church’s Future Story”. We felt this title better fit our congregation where we are today. After 
considerable discussion, a motion was approved unanimously to adopt this program offered to us.

March 26, 2017 (Regular Meeting) 
• Approved the motion to welcome Paula Morgan and Erin Mueller into the membership of our church by letter of 

transfer.
* Full minutes of Session meetings and financial reports are available upon request. Please call the church 



April 2017

APRIL	CALENDAR	

4/1	–	Presbyterian	Women,	Spring	Gathering	,	7:15	am.	(Arvada	PC)	

4/2	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
												Worship	(Craig	Redmond/Mercy	Corps),	10	am.	(Church)	
												Children’s	Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am	
												Fellowship	(Potluck	Meal),	11	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/3	–	Caregivers	Support	Group,	10	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/5	–		Faith	and	Fiction	Book	Study,	10	am.	(The	Gathering	Place)	
													Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/6	–	South	Park	Young	Life,	6:30-8:30	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/9	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
															Palm	Sunday	Worship,	10	am.	(Church)	
															Children’s	Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am.	
															Fellowship	(Church	Ladies	Coordinating),	11:15	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/11	–	Men	of	Faith,	12	pm.	(Fairplay	Hotel)		

4/12	–		Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/13	–	Maundy	Thursday	Communion	Service,	7	pm.	(Church)	

4/14	–	Good	Friday;	quiet	prayer	&	re^lection	9	am	-	6	pm.	(Church)	

4/14	–	South	Park	Food	Bank	(delivery/organizing),	11-2	pm.		 	

4/15	–	South	Park	Food	Bank	(food	distribution),	10-1	pm.	

4/16	–	Community	Sunrise	Service	&	Breakfast,	6:15	am.	(Camp	Como)	
	 	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
															Easter	Sunday	Worship	&	Communion,	10	am.	(Church)	
															Nursery,	10:20	am.	
															Fellowship	(Deacons	Coordinating),	11	am.	

4/17	–	Caregivers	Support	Group,	10	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/19	–		Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/20	–	Women’s	Group,	Noon.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
															South	Park	Young	Life,	6:30-8:30	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/21	–	Community	Game	Night,	6:30-8:30	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	

4/23	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
															Worship,	10	am.	(Church)	
															Children’s	Sunday	School	&	Nursery,	10:20	am	
															Pancake	Sunday	Fellowship,	11	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)	
	 	Session,	noon.	(Church)	

4/26	–	Open	AA,	6:15-7:15	pm.	(Fellowship	Hall)	 	

4/30	–	Choir	Rehearsal,	9	am.	(Church)	
															Worship	(Pastor	Moses	Okonji/Inspiration	Centre),	10	am.	(Church)	
															Nursery,	10:20	am	
															Fellowship,	11	am.	(Fellowship	Hall)

To listen to SPCC sermons and see 
bulletins go to 
kennyshaw2.wordpress.com.

Health Tidbits  
from Rocky Mountain Rural Health: 
April	is	Donor	Awareness	Month.		

2,663	Coloradans	and	121,338	in	the	

US	are	awaiting	a	lifesaving	organ	

transplant.		Join	the	Colorado	Donor	

Registry	@	donatelifecolorado.org.			

For	more	information	about	organ	and	

tissue	donation,	contact	us	at	Rocky	

Mountain	Rural	Health	719-836-2169.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:  

To serve on Sunday mornings as an usher/greeter, worship leader, or 
piano accompanist, there is a sign-up clipboard in fellowship hall or go 
to http://vols.pt/Q76eAp and sign up electronically. 

To sign up to teach Sunday school, help in the nursery, or to gather 
lesson materials there is a sign-up clipboard in the fellowship hall or 
go to http://vols.pt/T2rj4f and sign up electronically. If this will be 
your first time volunteering with SPCC children’s ministries Kenny or 
Jan B. will contact you regarding a background check and training.

Mark Your Calendars: 
April 30 – Moses Okonji 
Our friends Moses, Jaimie, and 
Jericho, from the Inspiration Centre 
in Mathare, Kenya will be visiting us. 
Moses will preach during worship and 
will join us for fellowship.

SPCC Garage Sale  
This summer (probably in August) 
SPCC will have another garage sale 
fundraiser. Last year’s sale was a great 
fundraiser to support our missions 
and ministries. Please save items to 
contribute to the sale. Dave and 
Bonnie have volunteered to 
coordinate the sale this year.

Colorado Rockies Game  
Sunday, August 6, SPCC will be 
participating in the 13th annual 
Colorado Rockies Faith Day. Join the 
SPCC crew as the Rockies play the 
Phillies. Following the game Rockies 
players will share their faith stories 
and the Newsboys will provide music.

Presbytery of Denver Assembly  
Saturday, August 19, SPCC will host 
the Presbytery of Denver’s Summer 
Assembly. We have reserved the Foss 
Smith Multi Purpose room at the 
school for this gathering and will need 
help with welcoming and hosting. 
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