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South Park Community Church 
600 Hathaway Street • Fairplay, CO 80440
PO Box 488 • 719-836-2770
www.soparkcc.org • pastor@soparkcc.org

Who We Are… 
South Park Community Church is a 
congregation dedicated to 
proclaiming the Good News of the 
Gospel to all people; and witnessing 
by humble example, to our neighbor, 
both near and far, the love of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Our History… 
During the summer of 1872, a 
“stubby, little sawed-off man 
with a grizzled beard” named 
Sheldon Jackson, arrived in 
Fairplay and with a congregation 
of eight, set about organizing 
the second highest (altitude) 
Presbyterian church.

In May, 1874, the small 
congregation in Fairplay applied 
to the Board of Home Missions 
for $1,200 to build a church (an 
additional $200 would come 
from the congregation). The 
request was granted and the 
church building was ordered 
from a mail order catalog to be 
delivered by rail from Chicago.  

The church building was 
dedicated October 4th, 1874.  
Dr. Jackson established 22 
churches in Colorado and over 
100 in the American West. How 
many were built in the style of 
the Fairplay church is unknown, 
few, if any, still exist today.

In 1977, the Sheldon Jackson 
Memorial Chapel was added to 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. South Park 
Community Church is not just a 
beautiful, historic chapel. We are 
a warm and active community of 
faith, seeking to honor our 
history while at the same time 
looking forward to the future as 
we hold on to our purpose of 
loving God, each other, and our 
community.

In her book that teaches spiritual 
practices for families, “Seamless Faith: 
Simple Practices for Daily Family Life,” 
Traci Smith shares instructions for 
making a Thanksgiving “Gratitude Tree.” 
This could be a simple, meaningful, and fun 
way to help people at your Thanksgiving 
gathering express their gratitude. 
Here are Traci’s instructions (they come from 
pages 40-41 of her book):

Materials: 
Construction paper; scissors; hole punch; markers/crayons/pencils; yarn; a 
tree (or bush) in the yard with branches low enough to hang ornaments 
from (or use a sturdy houseplant or even a large branch in a tall vase).

Time Investment: 
15-45 minutes for the activity, plus time to make the gratitude ornaments.

How To: 
1) Cut out construction paper circles (if you are really ambitious you 

could cut out pieces of paper to look like leaves), punch a hole in each 
of them, and tie a loop through each hole. This will create the 
ornaments that will hang on the tree. Make enough ornaments for each 
family member to have at least three.

2) On Thanksgiving Day, before or after the meal, ask each family 
member to sit at the table and write on the ornaments at least three 
reasons he or she is thankful (one reason per ornament). Younger 
children can draw pictures. Remind everyone that the reasons will be 
shared.

3) Gather around the tree.
4) Take turns naming the items and hanging them on the tree.
5) After the last person shares, someone says, “Our tree is so full of so many 

reasons why we are grateful this day. Let us continue our celebration together 
knowing that our lives are full! Let’s all say AMEN!”

6) Invite everyone to take their ornaments home with them.
___________________________________________

I am grateful for you all! Hope you all have a great Thanksgiving! 
Together in Christ’s service,

-Kenny



November 2015 �2

November 2015 Calendar 
11/1: 9:00 am, Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am, Sunday Worship
 10:20 am, Children’s Sunday School & Nursery

          11:00 am, Fellowship (Potluck)
11/5: 6:30-8:30 pm, South Park Young Life

On the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month High School 
students gather in Fellowship Hall. Call the church 
office, 836-2770, for more information.

           6:30 pm, South Park Community Chorus  
11/8: 9:00 am, Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am, Sunday Worship
 10:20 am, Children’s Sunday School & Nursery
11:00 am, Fellowship

11/10: 2:00 pm Women’s Group / B & G Meal
Once a month SPCC women prepare a meal for the 
Boys & Girls’ Club. Please call Pam J.(836-7034) for more 
information.

11/12: 6:30 pm, South Park Community Chorus  
11/14: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, South Park Food Bank 

If you would like to serve at the food bank or if you need 
help with food contact Mary (836-3781).

11/15: 9:00 am, Choir Rehearsal 
    10:00 am, Sunday Worship (communion)
   10:20 am, Nursery
  11:00 am, Fellowship

          11:45 am, Session 
 

11/18: 12:00 pm, SPCC Men of Faith 
Join SPCC men for lunch at the Senior Center 
(Bring $6 for lunch). Following lunch we will go to 
the Fellowship Hall for our meeting.

11/19: 7:00 pm, Community Thanksgiving Worship
*11/20-22: South Park Young Life Snow Camp! 
11/20: 12:00 pm Women’s Group: 

     Join the SPCC women for lunch.
    6:00 pm Community Game Night 

Bring board (or card) games, your family, friends, and 
food to share for a great time of food and fellowship.

11/22: 9:00 am, Choir Rehearsal 
        10:00 am, Sunday Worship (Ann Blakeslee preaching)

 10:20 am, Children’s Sunday School & Nursery
11:00 am, Fellowship (Pancakes)

11/29: First Sunday of Advent!
            9:00 am, Choir Rehearsal  
            10:00 am, Sunday Worship (Jim Cessna preaching)

   10:20 am, Children’s Sunday School & Nursery
            11:00 am, Fellowship
            12:00 pm, Advent Study: Sent

To check out SPCC sermons go to 
kennyshaw2.wordpress.com.

Community	Thanksgiving	Worship	Service	
Join	churches	throughout	South	Park	for	this		
special	Thanksgiving	worship	service.	Following	
worship	there	will	be	dessert	–	lots	of	Pie!!!		
Call	836-2770	for	more	information.

South	Park	Young	Life’s	SNOW	CAMP,	November	20-22:	
South	Park	High	School	students	are	invited	to	join	over	350	
High	School	students	at	Frontier	Ranch,	near	Buena	Vista,	
CO!		Snow	Camp	is	an	awesome	time	to	get	away	for	the	
weekend,	experience	great	Young	Life	clubs,	play	octoball,	
enjoy	a	huge	hot	tub,	and	hang	out	with	your	friends	and	
leaders.	Snow	Camp	costs	$105;	this	includes	food,	lodging,	
transportation	&	activities.	Scholarships	are	available.	If	you	
are	interested	please	call	Judy	Benson	(838-0821)	as	soon	
as	possible.

ADVENT STUDY! 
God sent Christ at Christmas. In turn, Christ sends us into 
the world to be his hands and feet, head and heart. This 
year in our Advent study, “Sent: Delivering the Gift of 
Hope at Christmas,” Pastor Jorge Acevedo will lead us 
on an Advent journey to discover how, where, and why 
we are sent. 
This will be a great opportunity to learn and grow 
together. “Sent” has reading, video, and group discussion 
components. Click here to purchase a copy of the book 
on Amazon.com or contact Kenny (836-2770) and he will 
order you a copy. 
The study group will meet 11/29; 12/6; 12/13; 12/20; and 
12/27 in the Fellowship Hall at noon.

On World Communion Sunday we celebrated the 
connections we have with Christians across the world. 
Through your generosity $442 was given to the Peace 
Offering. Seventy-five percent of this offering will  
support world-wide PCUSA peacemaking and disaster 
relief ministries and twenty-five percent will be used 
locally to support the South Park Food Bank. 

http://kennyshaw2.wordpress.com
http://kennyshaw2.wordpress.com
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1501801031?keywords=sent%20delivering%20the%20gift%20of%20hope%20at%20christmas&qid=1446497665&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1
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